
 
 
 

MINUTES 
JANUARY 23, 2019 

 
The Community Preservation Committee (CPC) held a regular meeting at 6:30pm in the 
third floor community room at the Visiting Nurse Association, 259 Lowell Street, 
Somerville, MA 02144. An audio recording of the meeting is available upon request. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The chair opened the meeting at approximately 6:40p.m. 
 
Agenda item 1: Welcome new CPC members 
The chair and CPC members welcomed new members Rebecca Lyn Cooper, representing the Planning 
Board, and Eleanor Rances, representing the Somerville Housing Authority. 
 
Agenda item 2: Presentation of results from West Somerville Dog Park Feasibility Study 
Ms. Stelljes shared that this is the first presentation of a CPA funded feasibility study project. The CPC 
began accepting community recommendations for feasibility study topics as part of the FY19 application 
process.  
 
Alison LeFlore and Michelle Moon from the Civic Space Collaborative presented the results of their study 
which sought to determine if there are viable options for a dog park in West Somerville, which for the 
purposes of this study is west of Central St. They found that there are eight potential parcels that could 
serve as a dog park. Participants in the meeting were asked to complete a survey to provide feedback on 
the eight options and an online survey will seek input from community members who were not able to 
attend the meeting. 
 
Mr. Fager noted that the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation has said that they 
are not interested in including a dog park in the Mystic River Reservation. 
 
Ms. Oliveira noted that the Ed Leathers Park has a dog park that was not mentioned during the 
presentation. 
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Ms. Murugan asked if the consultants had looked at number of square feet of dog parks available in 
other comparable cities given the number of dogs in Somerville.  
 
Mr. Fager noted that Fresh Pond’s use as a shared use space with dogs discourages other uses. Ms. 
LeFlore responded that consideration of creating a shared use space was not part of the scope of the 
study. 
 
Ms. Oliveira noted that it would be more complicated for the City to take action on the parcels 
mentioned that it does not own. 
 
Ms. Cooper asked if the consultants have information about the distributed density of dogs across the 
City. Ms. LeFlore said they would explore if it would be possible to create this using the data on dog 
licenses granted. 
 
Agenda item 3: Public comment 
Community member 1 noted that many dogs in Somerville are not licensed.  
 
Community member 2 noted that there was a community of dog owners that previously treated the 
Community Path as an off-leash park. He said that a site along the Community Path would be ideal. He 
raised concerns about impacts to water quality by putting a dog park along Alewife Brook. He 
encouraged the City to consider shared use opportunities such New York City’s policy of allowing dogs 
off leash after a certain hours. 
 
Community member 3 noted the Brookline Green Dog program, which designates off-leash hours in the 
town’s parks and suggested the City of Somerville consider a similar program. 
 
Community member 4 requested that the dog park be centrally located and not on one end of town or 
the other. He also suggested the City consider a shared use program.  
 
Community member 5 said that many people bring their dogs to the Tufts campus in the evening, even 
though there are signs posted saying no dogs. She suggested the City work with Tufts to make 
arrangements for shared use.  
 
Ms. Stelljes noted that the consultant team is not focusing on shared use of parks because the purpose 
of the feasibility study is to inform the Community Preservation Committee about the feasibility of 
potential CPA projects. The Community Preservation Committee does not have a role in setting policy 
around the use of existing open space.  
 
Agenda item 4: Approve minutes from December 11 meeting 
Upon a motion by Mr. Bauer, seconded by Ms. Murugan, the Committee voted 6-0 to approve the 
minutes from the December 11 meeting. 
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Agenda item 5: Review Somerville Affordable Housing Trust report 
Ms. Murugan noted that the quality of the report has improved over time and requested that it be 
shared online.  
 
Agenda item 6: Review Somerville Affordable Housing Trust FY19 memorandum of agreement 
The Committee reviewed the memorandum of agreement and Mr. Fager signed it as the chair. 
 
Agenda item 7: Review Somerville CPA mid-year report 
Ms. Murugan appreciated the details on where grantees are on the phasing of their projects and the 
table showing progress towards the CPC’s selected indicators.  
 
Mr. Bauer requested a change to the life of CPA funding table to be clearer as to which totals are for 
open space and the CPA program overall. 
 
Ms. Murugan noted that it appears that many projects did not achieve their measures of success. Ms. 
Stelljes noted that at in the initial rounds of CPA funding, many applicants did not include measures of 
success and that it became a firm requirement in FY17. She will note NA for those applicants that did not 
develop measures of success for their project. 
 
Ms. Oliveira noted that there has not been progress on many open space projects because the CPA open 
space projects are coming in faster than the Parks and Open Space division, which only has two staff, 
can keep up.  
 
The CPC members requested that Ms. Stelljes highlight the availability of the report online and in the 
CPA newsletter.  
 
Ms. Murugan requested that the detailed phase documentation that is in the November report also be 
included in the May report. 
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Bauer, seconded by Ms. Oliveira, the Committee adopted the mid-year report by 
a vote of 6-0. 
 
Agenda item 8: Confirmatory vote on FY19 funding allocations 
The CPC voted to confirm their allocation of FY19 funding. 
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Bauer, seconded by Ms. Oliveira, the Committee voted 6-0 to recommend that 
the Board of Aldermen transfer CPA funds totaling $644,489 from the CPA Fund Undesignated Fund 
Balance to designated CPA reserves, including: 

• $96,674 from the Undesignated Fund Balance to the Historic Resources Reserve 
• $290,020 from the Undesignated Fund Balance to the Community Housing Reserve 
• $257,795 from the Undesignated Fund Balance to the Budgeted Reserve 
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Upon a motion by Mr. Bauer, seconded by Ms. Murugan, the Committee voted 6-0 to recommend that 
the Board of Aldermen transfer CPA funds totaling $193,340 from the CPA Fund Budgeted Reserve to 
designated CPA reserves, including:  

• $45,492 from the Budgeted Reserve to the Open Space/Recreation Reserve 
• $34,119 from the Budgeted Reserve to the Historic Resources Reserve 
• $113,730 from the Budgeted Reserve to the Community Housing Reserve 

 
Agenda item 9: Selection of SomerVision steering committee representative 
The Community Preservation Committee was invited to have a representative on the SomerVision 2040 
steering committee. Mr. Fager and Ms. Murugan both expressed interest in representing the 
Committee. Mr. Fager noted that he is already serving on the City’s Open Space Creation Task Force. 
 
Mr. Bauer nominated Ms. Murugan to represent the Community Preservation Committee on the 
SomerVision steering committee and the nomination was seconded by Ms. Oliveira. The Committee 
voted 6-0 to approve Ms. Murugan as the Committee’s representative on the SomerVision steering 
committee.  
 
Agenda item 10: Discuss CPC member terms 
During the December meeting, the Committee asked Ms. Stelljes to seek the City Solicitor’s advice about 
CPC member terms. The City Solicitor stated that she believes a CPC member could return to the CPC 
after they have reached their term limit if they wait one full term before they return. The same would 
apply to the chair. The Committee had also asked if alternates could be named in the case of absence of 
a member due to short-term disability. The Solicitor said that if the Committee wanted to create an 
alternate system they would need to make a recommendation to amend the CPC ordinance.  
 
Mr. Bauer requested that Ms. Stelljes confirm with the City Solicitor that including alternates would not 
violate the enabling CPA legislation. 
 
Agenda item 11: Other business 
Mr. Fager shared that the Board of Aldermen approved all of the Committee’s FY19 funding 
recommendations with two exceptions- the Somerville Museum because of lack of quorum on the item 
and ArtFarm, which they are holding until all of the funding requests for ArtFarm have been submitted 
so they can all be considered together.  
 
Mr. Bauer asked about the expected timeline for consideration for the two CPC appointments pending 
consideration. Ms. Stelljes said she is hoping they will be taken up for consideration before the February 
CPC meeting. 
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Ms. Oliveira asked what the next steps would be for the dog park feasibility study. Ms. Stelljes said that 
the final report will be an input to the City in deciding if it would like to take further steps and to the 
Committee if a funding request related to a dog park in West Somerville is submitted.  
 
Ms. Cooper said that the feasibility studies would be most effective if they are presented in a neutral 
way, addresses key questions about need and challenges with implementation, and a framework that 
provides criteria by which a decision could be made. Mr. Bauer said that he expected that the feasibility 
study results would take the side of the advocate to help them make the case for their project.  
 
Ms. Stelljes said she would share the feedback from the Committee with the consultants.  
 
Next meeting: The next CPC will be held at 6:30pm on February 27, 2019. 
 
Meeting Adjournment 
Upon motion from Mr. Bauer, seconded by Ms. Cooper, the Committee voted 6-0 to adjourn at 8:52pm. 
 
Documents and Exhibits 

1. Agenda 
2. Slides from West Somerville Dog Park Feasibility Study presentation 
3. Draft minutes from the December 11, 2018 meeting 
4. Semi-annual report from the Somerville Affordable Housing Trust Fund to the Community 

Preservation Committee 
5. FY19 memorandum of agreement between the Housing Trust and the Community Preservation 

Committee 
6. CPA semi-annual report- November 2018 
7. Slides on FY19 mid-year budget adjustments 
8. Details on SomerVision Steering Committee requirements 
9. Email from City Solicitor regarding CPC member terms 
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